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OR, 
THE RESTORATION OF THE JEWS CONTEMPLATED 
AND URGED. 





For if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shal) the receiving 1 
of them be, but life from the dead?—Rom. xi. 15. 
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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AMERICAN SOCIETY, 


Jn our last, for want of the document itself, we gave a sum- 
mary of the Report of a Committee, consisting of the Hon. 
Jonas Platt, the Rev. Drs. M’Leod, Spring, Macauley, and Rev. 
Mr. Frey, who were “ to inquire if any alteration in our consti- 
tution be necessary, and if any, what?” We now give the 
Report itself. It was presented to the Board on the 25th of 
July, was adopted, and is as follows, viz :— 


REPORT. 
| The Committee appointed at the last meeting of this Board, i 
“to inquire if any alteration in our Constitution be necessary, 
| B® andif any, what? and to submit the same (if any) in a defi- 
| | nite form,” respectfully report, that your committee understand 
the alteration of the constitution of this Society conteinplated, 
consists in the virtual abolition of the plan of forming a distinct 
settlement or colony of Jews, in the United States of Ameri- 
ca, for Christian instruction, and for employment according 
to the second article of the Constitution of this Society. 

The Committee have deliberately examined the subject thus it 
referred to them, with the aid of legal counsel, and they have 
unanimously agreed in opinion, that, however desirable or ex- 
pedient such an alteration may be, “ the American Society for 
meliorating the condition of the Jews,” has no lawful right to i 
make the proposed alteration; in as much as the plan of colo- ; 
nitation is, by the present Constitution, declared to be “ the ob- 
ject of this Society ;” and there is decisive evidence that the 
funds have been chiefly contributed in reference to, and with | 
anexpress predilection for, that object. Your Committee are | 
of opinion, that the act of the Legislature incorporating the ey 
Sgciety, must be understood as authorizing the prosecution of iy 
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that declared object, only, as the chief business of the Society : 
and that the Society have no right, by an alteration of its Con- 
stitution, to change the application of its funds from that chief 
object to any other; except that Missionaries may lawfully be 
employed as ministerial and auxiliary objects, in order to pro- 
mote the primary design of Colonization. 

Your Commitiee, therefore, deem it improper to recommend 
any alteration of the Constitution, in that particular. All 
which is respectfully submitted. 


New-York, July 25, 1826. Jonas PLatr, Chairman. 


Whereupon it was 


Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to consider the 
expediency of an application to the Legislature of this State, 
for such an alteration in the Charter of this Institution, as will 
allow the Society to meliorate the condition of the Jews other- 
wise than by collecting them into a colony or settlement ; and 
that the committee consist of the Rev. Dr. Rowan, and the 
Rev. Messrs. Elihu W. Baldwin and Absalom Peters. 


The said committee reported in part, at the regular meeting 
in August ; and were continued. 


aoe 
DOMESTIC CORRESPONDENCE. 


Bloody Brook, July 28, 1826. 
Rey. Sir, 

The annual meeting of the Bloody Brook Auxiliary Socie- 
ty for meliorating the condition of the Jews, is appointed 
by the Constitution on the Ist Monday in April, but it was ad- 
journed to the 3d Monday, when the Rev. Benjamin Rice was 
again chosen President, and I had the honour of being elected 
Secretary, in the room of Col. Z. Graves, who has since left 
the place. As our Society was of so recent origin, the direc- 
tors considered it unnecessary to report, and accordingly none 
was read: Soon after the meeting, we received rather discou- 
raging information, concerning the failure of some of the Parent 
Society’s plans, and proposed amendment in their Constitution; 
but about half of our subscriptions were collected in season to 
forward, previous to the annual meeting, and it was thought 
best to postpone our remittance, till we received some intelli- 
gence of the doings of that meeting. I have, therefore, delayed 
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writing till the present time. The June number of the Advo- 
cate has just come to hand, which contains the wished-for no- 
tice. | observe that a committee has been appointed to prepare 
a circular to be addressed to Auxiliary Societies, &c. to inquire 
how far the amendment proposed by the Board to your consti- 
tution meets with their approbation. I copclude we shall soon 
be favoured with a copy, when the subject is brought before 
our Society, I doubt not it will meet their feelings. 

All our subscriptions have not yet been paid in, but I believe 
they will soon be collected ; when they are, the amount will be 
immediately forwarded. 

The cause of the Jews, dear sir, is a good cause, and one 
which ought to be near the heart of every servant of Christ; 
and who that realizes the worth of the blessed gospel, and the 
source from which it came, can refuse his prayers and exertions 
in reclaiming the lost tribes of Israel ? 

Your Society has been called to struggie with many disap- 
pointments and trials from its first formation; but I trust you 
will be supported by the precious promises of God’s word, and 
be enabled to persevere in faithfulness to the best interests of 
his kingdom. When your affairs shall have become regulated, 
I think you may depend upon our cordial and persevering aid. 

That your labours may be crowned with success, and meet 
with the blessed reward which is laid up for all those who dili- 
gently and faithfully serve the Redeemer, is the earnest wish of 
your unworthy servant, 

Isaac W. Wituiams. 

Rev. Matrnias Broen. 


—-Cao— i 
St. Johnsburg, dugust 3, 1826. 
Dean Sik, 

The Jews Society inthis place, auxiliary to the A. Society, 
herewith transmit §20. You had reason to expect a larger 
sum fromthe number of persons who gave intheir names as 
members—a little more you will prubably receive ere long ; 
but still a deficit will remain. Some members have gone toa 
distance—some are poor and unable—some are covetous and 
shameless—and some are disposed to withhold in consequence 
of the divided opinions and oscillatory measures of the Parent 
Society. 

Some, and not a few amongst us, have full confidence in the 
integrity, talents, and devotedness of the Parent Institution, and 
are ready to aid with money when it seems to be needed. The 
welfare of Israel lies near their hearts; the time of their re- 
gathering, they believe, is near; nor can they doubt but your 
Society is destined to aid in the attainment of that unspeaka- 
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bly important event. We have received the Advocate regy- 
larly ; and though the amount which will be remitted for the 
current year, will undoubtedly be small, we hope to be favour- 
ed with one copy. It will give me great pleasure to use my 
little influence to promote efficiently your great object, the me- 
lioration of the condition of the Jews, whenever it can be done 
with any prospect of success. I pray that the Society may not 
be discouraged, but pursue their great work with zeal; and 
changing their measures as experience may dictate, still keep 
the great end steadily in view. 
Lurner Jewerr. 
D. Boarpman, Ese. 


—-eQo— 
FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE. 
Rev. Sir, 

On the Ist inst. we wrote you, via Liverpool, to the effect 
that we had written Mr. Simon for information respecting the 
operations of the New-York Jewish Ameliorating Society, and 
had waited so long that we despaired of getting his answer. 
We have now, however, (by a vessel from the Clyde,) to men- 
tion, that we have since received a letter from Mr. Simon, and, 
as we had previously heard, he mentioned his separation from 
said Society, and we therefore still wish from, or through you, the 
information requested in our last, viz. “ The state of the colony 
“of Jewish converts—if any formed—especially as to their 
Christian conviction—their religious demeanour, exercise, 
‘and superintendence. Also their secular employments, and 
‘sthe intended mode of their organization as a Society or con- 
“ munity, with respect to these.” We expressed also our wish 
that you could send us, through Messrs. Andrew, Mitchell 
& Co. of your place, a set of your Periodicals and Reports as 
they come out, addressed to me at R. Dulglish, Falconer, & Co. 
Glasgow, and that if a few of the latest numbers back wer 
sent as, or with the first, would oblige us. 

On various accounts we make allowances for Mr. Simons 
representation of the operations of the Society. But we do 
think, that whatever is done, or intended, some ground should 
have been bought, and a colony fairly tried, on a free and 
somewhat ordiuary plan (as to secular matters at least) of co- 
lonization, The capital should bave been sunk in ground, 
buildings, and implements of husbandry, and an after-rent from 
the settlers themselves, together with contributions from the 
public, should have been looked to, for the future carrying 0 
of the establishment. 

A church of true Jewish converts is certainly a desideratum, 














fp PEE - 


a ls al 


Rigi at 


Israel’s Advocate. 133 
and your country is perhaps the only one where it could be 
formed with the liberty which is necessary to give it its value 
in that respect. One of the Jate inmates of Count Von der 
Reck’s establishment, in Germany, passed through bere, and 

oes out by this vessel, with a view, cither to the ameliorating 

ociety, or obtaining otherwise employment, and suitable reli- 
gious society. He has learned with the Count to work as a 
brick layer; his name is, A. H. Herzfeld. We have a very fa- 
yourable opinion of him. | 

Repeating my apology for this liberty, I am, for the Glas- 
gow Society for promoting Christianity amongst the Jews, 
Rey. Sir, 

Yours most respectfully, 

Patrick Farconrr, See’ry. 


Rev. Dr. M’Leop, 2 


> 


Glasgow, March 21, 1826. § 


—2Ge— 
GERMAN Y. 





LETTERS OF MR. SMITH. 
Mr. Ricuarp Smiru, in his letter dated Breslau, July 29th, 


1825, sends an account of a Missionary tour, in the course of 





which he visited many places on the borders of , where he 
found a very considerable Jewish population. These parts 
have not been visited before by a Jewish missionary, and local 
circumstances make it necessary that the names of places and 
of persons should not be stated at length. The facts related 
appear to be of some interest. 

A family of five children has been baptized at Breslau, and 
received into a Christian school,where they will be carefully in- 
structed ‘in the principles of Christianity. The father, it seems, 
has soine property to expect at the death of his relations, and 
has in consequence deferred being baptized himself till after 
their decease. ‘The mother has been dead some time. 

The demand for German Bibles has been great; my stock is 
nearly exhausted. Also of the New Testaments, I have sold 
many, and have had applications for more. The Scriptures, 
in a fine clear type like this, and in a language perfectly under- 
stood by the Jews, accompanied with excellent marginal refer- 
ences, cannot fail of being a great blessing to this people. I 
feel great pleasure in circulating them. 

I left Breslau soon after the date of my last letter, in order 
to make a tour tu some of the towns in bordering up- 
onthe mountains of the , and from hence made my 
way to ——, and to 
n——~, where I first halted, 1 founda few Jewish families, 
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but no means of getting at them, which is generally the case jy 
small towns, and where there are but few Jews. 

From thence | set off for , halting about two hours jn 

, a small town, where [ found about two thirds of the jp. 
habitants were Jews. The inn at which I halted is kept bya 
Jewess, a widow, a very respectable woman, who has severa| 
daughters and one son, all well behaved, and seemingly wel! 
educated. 

The eldest daughter, who was the only person I saw for some 
time, I found of very liberal sentiments. She spoke of the 
Christians of the place with respect, and admired the custom 
of the reformed Jews, in admitting unmarried females into their 
synagogues. Her sister, she said, had been in the synagogue of 
the reformed Jews in Berlin, but she herself had never been in 
one. With those who maintain the old customs, the unmarried 
females must pray at home. She seemed to have a great dis. 
like to the Polish Jews. 1 asked her whence that arose? “|; 
it because you feel that you are disliked by them; or does it 
arise from any disputed point in matters of religion?” “| 
can scarcely say,” was the answer, “ but so much is certain, 
that when a Polish Jew comes here, we all feel terrified at him ; 
his manners to us are so disagreeable!” I asked her if she had 
ever read the New Testament? She replied, No. I showed 
her a very neat one in German, which I had in my _ pocket. 
She opened it, and this passage immediately caught her eye: 
** When thou fastest thou shalt not be of a sad countenance.” 
She exclaimed, “O, that is very true.” I asked if the Jews 
fasted much. She replied, “ Yes, very much ;” and that it was 
a great penance. I inquired, “do you take nothing on your 
fast-days ?”’—** No, noteven a drop of water, from the going 
down of the sun, when the fast commences, till it is gone down 
on the following evening.” She seemed to think fasting was 
unnecessary. I remarked, that there was nothing unscriptural 
init; and on certain occasions | considered it highly proper. 
She said it might be so, and that with them it was not con- 
sidered necessary for the females to fast so often as the males. 
I asked, when she thought the Messiah would come. She re- 
plied, ‘‘ Never again.”—“ Do you think that he has already ap- 
peared in the world ?”—* I cannot say.” I told her in what 
my belief consisted . and then showed her “ Bogue’s Eviden- 
ces.”. Inthe mean time came her sister, mother, and others. 
The sister looked over her shoulder into the book with no 
small emotion, but said nothing. She. asked the price of it. 
I saidsix groshen (nine-pence.) She replied, “it must have cost 
more than that.” She then entreated me to buy something of 
her own work, and fetched from another room a neat silk purse, 
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for which she asked about six times the value. As I wished to 
encourage her industry, and to leave some books in the town, I 
told her she should deduct what [ had asked for the books, and 
I would take it ; to which she immediately consented. 1 also 
gave her two tracts. It happened that I knew a great many 
Jews in different parts of Germany and France, who were 
friends of theirs, and they begged 1 would visit them on my 
return. 

From hence I proceeded to the place to which I had enga- 
ged the wagon, where I was quite disappointed, having been 
led to expect a great many Jews there, and finding but few, 
and those almost inaccessible. Our publications were partially 
known through the medium of the chief magistrate of the town, 
whom I accidentally fell in with about two years ago. I could 
make nothing out here. I inquired for the Rabbi, who was 
not to be found, neither could I get to speak to any but a few 
young shop-men. I gave them some tracts, and left the place 
as soon as possible. 

Returning to ———,I had to wait about half an hour in a 
town where there were about eighteen Jewish families. I ran 
into a shop and bought some little things of a young Jew, who 
gave me an account of the Jews in the town. Belore I left, I 
gave him two tracts, that of Mr. Simeon and No. 8; the latter 
attracted his attention. ‘To a Jewess in another shop I gave 
a copy of “ Bogue’s Evidences,” and she was much delighted 
with it. 

In , where I had been before, [ again halted about two 
hours. The Jews immediately came in crowds to the inn. We 
conversed very friendly together upon various subjects, but 
none of them asked for books, and I did not offer them any. 
Their general opinion seemed to be, that every one is most safe 
in the communion wherein he is born. This opinion appears 
to be gaining ground among the Jews. 

From , | went to ; here I was obliged to re- 
main a short time, waiting for the post wagon. ‘Toward even- 
ing I went out, and seeing a yeung Jew and his mother in a 
shop, I went in; | asked them a few questions, and bought 
something, which the boy broughtto my lodging. I paid him 
for the things, and he returned me some money I had over- 
paid him. | encouraged him to do so in future, in all his deal- 
ings, and gave him a book and atract: the Sabbath was just 
commencing. 

Soon after came two respectable looking young Jews, re- 
me books and tracts. I asked one of them if he read 

ebrew? he replied, “ Certainly.” Do you understand it? 
“A little.” I looked out a passage in the New ‘Testament, and 
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requested him to read and translate it: he did so, but wit) 
dificulty.. Bogue’s book attracted their notice much more than 
the Hebrew New Testament ; an‘ the tract, No. 8, still more 
so. They appeared ata loss for words to express their joy, 
and ran out of the room, with a great many good wishes ip 
their mouths, aud many thanks to us. Once for all, 1 wish to 
be fully understood, that | lay no great stress upon cases of 
this nature in general. Experience has sufficiently taught me, 
that such sudden ebullitions of joy are usually but too transieut, 
and expire without yielding fruit. My object is, merely to 
state things as I find them; but such occurrences cannot fail to 
give pleasure, when or wherever we meet with them, even 
though our hopes be blasted in the end: we must ever trust for 
a blessing upo., the rising generation. Others came soon, but 
I did not think it advisable to let them have any more book: 
at this time, for things of this kind, which are new, soon run 
through twenty or thirty Jewish families in a town. Passing 
through , the wagon remaining there about two hours, | 
looked about the town, and soon found a very respectable look- 
ing Jew, sitting at a door in full Polish dress,—it was the Sab- 
bath. I went up to him; made several inquiries respecting 
the town, inhabitants, trade, the state of the Jews, &c. He 
said, he was staying there upon business, that no Jews were al- 
lowed to settle in the town ; and they pay very dear for re- 
siding there a few weeks occasionally. 1 found he was a Hun- 
garian Jew, living on the borders of the Turkish territories, He 
seemed a very intelligent man, and was sighing in silence over 
the present state of the Jews and Judaism. We soon under. 
stood each other ; and he spoke openly to me, but confidential- 
ly; a great part of what passed between us I cannot, therefore, 
relate. 

« The present state of Judaism,” said he, “ is dreadful ; but 
no radical, or even partial reformation, can take place amongst 
us, while we are so oppressed. I myself have an laboured 
in connection with others, in confidence and in secret, to effect 
a reform in our worship ; but what can be done bya few indi- 
viduals ?—one swallow does not make a summer. Here we 
dare not open our mouths ; we are oppressed on every side,— 
by the Christians we are despised for being Jews, and by the 
Jews we should be totally hunted out from our connexions, 
and deprived of bread, if our principles were known. Dark- 
ness and superstition every where prevail. The Jews are bi- 
gotted beyond any thing that can be conceived ; and the Chris- 
tians, ah!—(here he shrugged up his shoulders,)—they are 
running in and out of the churches, from morning till night, 
kissing the picturng and images. What can arise out of this’ 
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How is any change to be effected with us, while things are in 
this state’ He spoke this in a desponding tone. I cited the 


words of Solomon, 23935-5953 myAbN &e. Prov. iii. 
5,6. He replied, “ Very true,—you are going to , and 
I will give you the address of a friend of mine there, a very en- 
lightened man and greatscholar; who has done mucl: for the 
Polish Jews : he will be very glad to see you.”” He invited me 
up into his bed-room, and showed me his books,—* These 
(said he) are all I can carry about with me. they are all Ger- 
man.” I looked into some of them; they appeared to be, most 
of them, philosophical works. ‘He said, he had long wished to 
get a copy of the New Testament in Hebrew, but had not suc- 
ceeded ; it was prohibited by government. I showed him one ; 
he was much pleased. I showed him also a copy of Bugue’s 
Evidences, and said, “ It is your Sabbath ; you dare not pur- 
chase ; I will give you them.” I gave him also a few tracts at 
his request. He charged me very seriously to mind what ! did, 
and not to speak so freely to any of the Jews as I had dune to 
him; otherwise, said he, they will lodge a complaint against 

ou. I thanked him, and told him, that] knew and felt where 

was, and had determined to proceed cautiously, so as to avoid 
giving offence to any one. - I ought to have said before, that in 
our conversations upon the prophecies, f asked him if he really 
believed Christ to have been the Messiah ? he said, yes, he was 
fully convinced that he had appeared. He walked with me to 
the wagon; begged that | would visit him on my return, and 
prayed that God would bless all our efforts. 

I passed through but few towns without informing myself as 
to the number and state of the Jews, and generally found means 
to distribute some tracts among them, even vhen I stayed but 
a few minutes. The tracts here were all new, and I frequently 
had occasion to see that Tract No. 8, caused a great sensation. 
May it please God to bless them, to the saving of some At 
the next town we halted about an hour. I saw a Jew walking 
up and down, and went up to him, and put some questions to 
him : he answered me but rather reluctantly. I left him; but 
soon went to him again. He told me that he did not reside 
there, but was from a neighbouring town, where there were ma- 
ny Jewish families. I showed him Tract No. 8: he asked me 
if I would give it him, as he could not possibly read it whilst 
the wagon remained there. He requested to have one of an- 
other sort also, which he saw in my hand, saying, that it would 
give him great pleasure to read them,—that he was a learned 
man, and had studied the Talmud much in his youth. Soon 
after came up another Jew and two Jewesses ; this | was fearful 








138 Israel’s Advocate. 


would bring a crowd about us; and that I might be detaineg 
there till the tracts were examined, but it went off very well - 
the Christians probably, concluding we were all Jews, did not 
concern themselves about us The latter Jew, however, was 
at first disposed to be very insolent, cast his eyes upon the ti- 
tle-page of the Tract No. 8, tore it out of the hand of the 
first Jew, and, with a very assuming air, returned it to me; 
citing a Hebrew sentence from the Talmud,—* Thou shalt not 
accept of any gift.” It had been well, if many of his brethren 
with whom we have come in contact, had adhered to the litera] 
reading of these words. I remained calm, and he soon became 
civil, and begged repeatedly that I would return him the tract; 
saying that he much wished to see if it contained any thing 
reasonable. I replied, “no ;—I shall return it to your friend, 
to whom I had given it, and not to you.” He went away; 
but his disappointed curiosity gave him no rest—he_ soon sent 
one of the Jewesses to me, to beg that [ would sell him one at 
any price. I said, “ I have no more to spare for this place; 

ou must borrow those I have given your friend.” I had, in- 
deed, before told him, when he entreated me to sell him one, 
“Itis the Sabbath, you dare not purchase.” ‘It is a trifle,” 
said he, “ there isno harm in it.” I replied, “ There is no ex- 
ception made for triflesin the Word of God :—to obey him is 
better than sacrifice.” 1 tel] tiem the same when they come to 
purchase on our Sabbath, at which they appear frequently much 
surprised ; but I find it has a salutary eflect. Tne lamentable 
profanation of the Sabbath amongst Christians, cannot fail of 
being a great stumbling-block in the eyes of this people ; and 
the senseless attempts of many Christians in this country to 
lessen our obligation to observe the Sabbath, are really won- 
derful. Thus the commands of God, written by the finger of 
Jehovah himself, are made void by the traditions of men; and 
this sacred day of hallowed rest, converted into a sort of bac- 
chanalian ieast ! , 

I afterward passed through several towns where there were 
a great many Jews, some indeed were inhabited by them almost 
exclusively. [ found an opportunity of speaking to some of 
them for a few minutes, to others not at all; but left in most 
places, a few tracts, &c. which can say more in a much better 
manner thao L could. Duly to visit them all would occupy a 
whole summer ; which was not my object at this time. 

In , the number of Jewish families seems to be very 
considerable, and they seem to live, in what is generally termed 
easy circumsiances. ‘There are, doubtless, some poor amongst 
them, but | saw none. I was unable to ascertain the exact 
number offamilies,without making inquiries which might have 
excited suspicion; which for many reasons (as 1 think, I have 
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before mentioned) I was particularly desirous to avoid. I dis- 
tributed some tracts, &c. amongst them, but privately, not let- 
ting any of them know where I was staying ; otherwise, as 
every thing was new there, my lodging would have been throng- 
ed, and the door probably shut against us for ever. It would 
be unfair to give any standard of. the state of religion amongst 
them, from the comparatively small number to whom I found 
access, in so short a time ; these truly appeared much more 
concerned about having their cellars well stored with the best 
wines, than about religion in any form,—they seemed to Jaugh 
behind the scenes at the superstitions of Popery, without hav- 
ing themselves found any thing better. 1 found two Protestant 
churches here, a Lutheran and a Reformed; at the latter I 
heard a most excellent sermon in German—well got up, and 
well delivered. From hence I went to There are six 
hundred Jewish families ; the magistrates of the town half Pro- 
testant, and half Catholic. ‘The Jews all reside upon the ac- 
clivity of a mountain by themselves ; it formerly was out of the 
town, but is now enclosed within its walls, and adjoining the 
part inhabited by the Christians. Many of the Jews here are 
very poor, and I fear very ignorant; but my stay was too short 
to form a competent opinion of their moral and religious state. 
I found here, in the shop of a Jewish bookseller, some useful 
Hebrew books: I Rad moreover, a neat pocket edition of the 
Psalms, and a new translation of the Bible into Italian, ac- 
companied with the Hebrew text on the opposite page, by Pro- 
fessor Reggio. Of the prospect of our being able to doany 
thing here, I shall speak more particularly at a future time ; 
the difficulties presenting themselves, although confessedly 
great, do not appear to me so formidable as in many places. 


LG 
THE PURPOSES OF DIVINE MERCY TO THE SEED OF ABILAHAM. 


A Sermon, preached in George-street Chapel, Glasgow, on the 25th April, 1820, 


for the Glasgow Society, for promoting Christianity among the Jews. By Ralph 


Wardlaw, D. D. 


“ For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet ye have now obtained mercy 
through their unbelief; even so have these also now not believed, that through your 
mercy they also may obtain mercy."’—Romans, xi. 30, 31. 


(Concluded from page 128.) 


The bringing in of the Jews will contribute to hasten the 
fulness of the Gentiles, in such ways, it may be presumed, as 
the following : 

1. By the zeal which they themselves will naturally feel, and put 
forth in effort for the glory of the Redeemer. 

Their recovery will be owned by them as “ the doing of the 
Lord,” and it will be “ marvellous in their eyes.” The riches 
of divine mercy and loving-kindness will animate their hearts 
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with glowing gratitude ; and will lead them most fervently to 
desire, and with all their powers to seek, the glory of their Bene- 
factor and Redeemer ; to seek it, with an interest and zeal pro- 

ortioned to the virulence of their former hatred and opposition, 
Thus it was with Saul of Tarsus, when he became “ a preacher 
of the faith which before he destroyed ;” and if they shall be 
animated, as we may confidently presume, with a similar spirit, 
what noble preachers, and missionaries, and heralds of the 
cross in all nations, may we not expect to arise from amongst 
them! and what extensive good, through the Divine blessing, to 
follow their labours! 

2. By the mighty revival which this event will produce in the 
Gentile church. 

How will it stimulate them to emulation in active zeal! [n 
this respect, as well as in others, it will be like life from the 
dead. It will confirm their faith, enliven their joy, animate 
their gratitude, inflame their love, and inspire new confidence 
into their prayers and their exertions: and, in answer to these 
prayers, the Spirit of the Lord being copiously effused, “ the 
word of the Lord shall have free course and be glorified.” 
“The people shall praise him, all the people shall praise him.” 

3. By the influence of the event itself, as an accompanying evi- 
dence of the truth, and means of convictiou and conversion 
to God. 

Such evidences were the signs and wonders and mighty deeds, 
the various miracles wrought of old by prophets and apostles, 
When God “granted signs and wonders to be done by their 
hands,” he is said to have “ given testimony to the word of 
his grace ;” to have “confirmed the word by signs following ;” 
to have “ borne witness, by signs and wonders, and divers mira- 
cles, and gifts of the Holy Ghost, according to his will ;” Acts 
xiv. 3. Mark, xvi. 20. Heb. ii. 4. The accompanying in- 
fluence of the Spirit of God rendered these evidences of the 
truth effectual to the conversion of many. Similar may we 
suppose the effect to be, of this striking fulfilment of divine 
predictions,—arresting the attention, exciting the inquiry, 
silencing the infidelity, and, by the gracious influence of Hea- 
ven, subduing the hearts of multitudes to the Redeemer, “as 
the heart of one man.” 

I couclude with two or three short practical reflections : 

Ist. In anticipating the prospects which this passage, and the 
prophetic scriptures in general open to our view, it is our duty 
not merely to wait and to pray, but to act and to give. 

It will not do to sit down and enjoy our delight in contem- 
plating the lovely visions of future times, and leave the God 
who has foretold them to accomplish them in his own way. 
God works by means. He who of old was wont to “give his 











bi cads 2 elite alain Sia 


en ” anne ci ETP LEM. eae ee m y 


Israel’s Advocate. 141 


ple favour in the sight of their enemies,” and thus to bring 
aout to them the fulfilment of the purposes of his mercy, has 
long fulfilled his threatenings against them, by leaving them ex- 
sed to the operation of all the evil passions of men; even 
hristians too ofien joining in the rnd peace and persecu- 
tion, and scorn. And He who, at the close of their former cap- 
tivity, stirred up the spirit of Cyrus, king of Persia, to pro- 
claim their liberty, and restore them to the land of their 
fathers, will stir up in the bosoms of his own people the senti- 
ments of compassion, and gratitude, and zeal, and bring about, 
by their active instrumentality, the accomplishment of his 
promised mercy. They are already, after a long period of 
guilty supineness, feeling and yielding to the sacred impulse. 
Let us, my brethren, seek to feel it more deeply ourselves, and 
to communicate it to the bosoms of others: that the prayers of 
the whole Christian church may ascend to God, and the 
liberality and the exertions of the whole Christian church may 
be combined, in his name and under his blessing, for the illu- 
mination and conversion to himself of the seed of Abraham, 
his friend. It is not for us to be regulated in our conduct by 
calculations of times and seasons; though even upon such as 
may fancy it their duty to suspend their efforts till God’s time 
shall arrive, we might make the intimations of prophecy, and 
the signs of the present period, to bear with irresistible force : 
but it is ours to seize the present moment; not tosay ‘ the 
time is not come, the time that the Lord’s house should be 
built ;” but at once to obey the command of God, “ Consider 
your ways. Go upto the mountain, and bring wood, and build 
the house, and I will take pleasure in it, and I will be glorified, 
saith the Lord; Hag. i. 2,8. Were the time ever so far dis- 
tant, let us not forget that there must be a commencement :—that 
remote efforts are often preparatory to future results ;—the 
breaking up of the ground ;—the first streak of the dawn. And 
may | not, besides, recommend the example of Paul? Even at 
the very time when he is predicting the long rejection of the 
seed uf Israel, he does not on this account suspend his own ef- 
forts to save them. No: “I speak to you Gentiles,” says he, 
“inasmuch as | am the apostle of the Gentiles, | magnify mine 
office; if by any means I may provoke to emulation them which 
are my flesh, and might save some of them.” Think, my 
brethren, of the value of the souls of individual Jews: and 
even although our efforts were to have no immediate influence 
in the introduction of the glory of the latter days ; shall we not 
consider them as richly rewarded, if here and there they “ save 
a soul from death, and hide a multitude of sins ?” 
2dly. Let meremind you of the obligations wader which, a: 
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Gentiles, believing Gentiles, possessors of the blessings of salva. 
tion, you lie to the Jewish people. 

You admit the principle, that, whilst both for temporal and 
Spiritual blessings, your offerings of praise should ascend to 
“the Father of lights; from whom cometh down every good 
and perfect gift’? you ought at the same time to acknowledge 
and to bless the instrument of bis kindness. And if the feeling 
of obligation should bear a proportion to the magnitude of the 
good conferred, O how shall we estimate the amount of your 
debt of gratitude when it is a return for “ all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places, in Christ Jesus!” Yes, my brethren, you 
owe all to them. The prophets, and apostles, and evangelists, 
were Jews ; and to them yeu are indebted for the living oracles 
of God, and for all the joys and all the hopes inspired by the 
knowledge of “ the only true God and Jesus Christ whom he 
hath sent.” There is not one in the entire catalogue of the 
blessings that belong to you, as members of the “ fellowship of 
God’s dear Son,” (who himself also was “ made of the seed of 
David according to the flesh,”) which may not be traced to the 
same source. They were Jews who evangelized the Gentile 
world of old, by the zealous, and disinterested, and persevering 
efforts of gospel love. And you are now enjoying the blessed 
fruits of these efforts. And how has the debt been paid ? With 
a few exceptions, the only answer, alas! that truth can give to 
the question, is—by insults, and proscriptions, and cruelties,— 
by curses, and bonds, and blood :—by a treatment, in which 
Mahometans and Pagans have joined with professing Christians, 
and which has itself eminently contributed to produce, and 
deepen, and maintain, the very degradation and want of princi- 
ple, which are universally assigned as its cause. O feel for that 
people, to whom, though thus so long treated as outcasts from 
the family of man, the world, and yourselves, are under such 
obligations. There is more to be paid them now than a debt of 
gratitude; there is a reparation of injury. And you cannot 
more effectually cancel the claims which, in both respects, they 
have upon you, than by giving them back the very blessings 
which they have been the instruments of bestowing. 

Sdliy Present appearances are encouraging. 

It is given as one of the sigus when the time to favour Zion 
is come, that “ ber saints take pleasure in her stones, and fa- 
vour the dust thereof.” There is an interest now excited, and 
rapidly on the increase, and producing practical efforts, in behalf 
of the long-ueglected subjects of our present pleading. The 
attention of Christians, and even of mankind at large, is drawn 
powerfully toward them, The persecutions, on the one hand, 
which in some quarters they have been suffering ;—the regard, 
on the other hand, shown them by some of the crowned poter- 
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tates of Europe,—and the Christian exertions made on their 
behalf in this country ;—are all contributing to this effect. And 
there are, besides, pleasing and promising symptoms appearing 
amongst themselves. A spirit of thoughtfulness, and investiga- 
tion, and inquisitiveness, has gone forth to a considerable extent 
amongst them. There is an obvious diminution of the virulence 
of prejudice, and animosity, and scornful aversion. They re- 
ceive, in many instances, the Christian Tracts; and, above all, 
Christian Scriptures, translated for their use into their own an- 
cient and revered tongue. They read, they converse, they dis- 
cuss; they hold meetings for conference with Christian minis- 
ters; and, as of old, they have “ great reasonings among them- 
selves.” Multitudes are said to be under powerful convictions 
of the truth of Christianity, and apparently on the very eve of 
publicly avowing these convictions, and embracing Jesus as the 
Uhrist.—T hese are all tokens for good. Let them have their 
full animating effect on our minds.—In some instances, it is true, 
of apparent conversion, promising appearances have been un- 
happily disappointed. This is surely no more than might have 
been anticipated. It would have been strange indeed, had it 
been otherwise. But whilst some have thus apostatized, others 
there are who stand fast in the faith, and “ adorn the doctrine 
of God their Saviour.” Let Christians be of one heart and 
one soul, in this great and good cause ; and “ Jehovah will arise, 
and build up Zion.” 
4thly. Let all my hearers remember, that salvation, in every 
instance, both to Jew and Gentile, is the fruit of free and sovereign 
mercy. | 
“For as ye in times past have not believed God, yet have 
now obtained mercy, through their unbelief; even so have 
these also now not believed, that through your mercy they 
may also obtain mercy.’ In the verse immediately fol- 
lowing, the Apostle seems to speak of both Jews and Gen- 
tiles: “For God had concluded them all in unbelief, that 
he might have mercy upon all.” And the sentiment, or 
general principle, thus expressed, is similar to that in Gal. iii. 
22: “ But the scripture hath concluded all under sin, that the 
promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe.” What marvellous grace is this! How opposite the 
design, towhat we might have expected, from the conclusion of 
‘all under sin,” of “ all in unbelief ?”—We might have anticipat- 
ed such a consequence as,—that he might take vengeance upon 
all;—** that wrath might come upon them to the uttermost.” 
But “ my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways 
my ways, saith the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than 
the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my 
thoughts than your thoughts.” Isa, iv. 8. 9. , 
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The former awfully disobedient, and alienated, and hardeneg 
state of the Gentiles, made it manifest, that their salvation was 
of mercy,—free mercy ;—the fulfilment of a sovereign purpose 
of mercy.—The present no less hardened state of the Jews will, 
in like manner, make it manifest, that their salvation also is of 
the same mercy ;—of mercy equally free, and rich, and sove. 
reign. ‘Tbe salvation of every sinner, without a single excep. 
tion, Jew or Gentile, must be “ to the praise of the glory of 
God’s grace.” I dare not, as I value the approbation of my 
Master, and the safety of my own soul, flatter any one of my 
hearers, with the possibility of obtaining salvation in any other 
way, than as the free “ gift of God, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord,” “in whom we have redemption through his blood, the 
forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.” Yes, 
my friends, you must, if you are saved, be debtors to mercy :— 
and all the blessed partakers of this mercy will, with one heart 
and one soul, unite with the Apostle in the devout and sublime 
expression of ‘ wonder, love, and praise,” with which he closes 
this interesting chapter: “ O the depth of the riches, and of the 
wisdom, and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his 
judgments, and his ways past finding out! For who hath known 
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been his counsellor? Or 
wh» hath first given to him, and it shall be recompensed unto 
him again? For of him, and through him, and to him, are all 
things: to whum be glory for ever. Amen.” 
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